WHAT IS CLAIMED AS NEW AND DESIRED TO BE SECURED BY LETTERS PATENT 
OF THE UN ITED STATES IS: 

1. A fastening member that is disposed to bridge over an 
upper rabbeted horizontal edge of a lowep: siding board and a 
lower rabbeted horizontal edge of an upper siding board for 
mounting the siding boards to a framework of a building with 
an underlayment being interposed betyween, 

wherein the fastening member ycomprises a base plate 
portion abutting against rear side/surf aces of siding boards 
that are vertically disposed, a support portion that is provided 
to erect frontward from the base plate portion, an upper board 
engaging portion that is bent iln an oblique upward direction 
from the support portion, and /a lower board engaging portion 
that is bent in an oblique doi/iward direction from the support 
portion, 

wherein the base pla/e portion comprises a nail hole and 
a screw hole through whiopi a nail and a screw are respectively 
pierced for fixing the /astening member to the framework, and 

wherein the nai]Yhole and the screw hole are provided at 
position at which a d/stance from the nail hole to the support 
portion and a distance from the screw hole to the support portion 
are substantially iequal. 

2. The fastening member according to claim 1, wherein the 



base plate portion compri 
lower abutting portion t. 



an upper abutting portion and a 
the underlayment at its upper 



lb, 



v. 



and lower portion, an upper rising portion and a lower rising 



portion that are respectively fgnrmed in a frontward rising 



manner from the upper abutting /ortion and the lower abutting 
portion, and a central plate pdrtion being installed to connect 
the upper rising portion ancy the lower rising portion and 
abutting against the rear sipe surfaces of the siding boards, 



wherein the support portij 
central plate portion. 
J 3. The fastening 



s formed to be erected from the 



ier according to claim 1, wherein an 



upper rising portion afrid a lower rising portion comprise a 
horizontal plane por/ion that is arranged to form a 



substantially right/ angle with respect to 
portion . 




central plate 



J 



4. The fastening member according to claim 1, wherein the 



fastening member comprises protruding portions projecting 
frontward from an upper end of upper abutting portion and 



from a lower end of the lower abutting portion 




5. The fastening 



V 



upper rising portion 





according to claim 1, wherein an 
a sloped portion wherein the nail 



l\ole is formed on t#e sloped portion. 

6. The fastening membeyaccording to claim 1, wherein an 

lower abutting portion comprise 



pper abutting portion a 
an abutting surface Jmat is substantially horizontal t 



central plate 



ion • 




o^thp 



. The fastening member according to claim 1, wherein the 
f asteningymember is of a shape that is elongated in lateral 



direc 



s such that a plurality of studs of the framework that 




.3 S3. 



*3 
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Hi 
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e disposed in a laterally aligned/manner may be connected and 
fixed. 



/ 



^/8. A siding boards attacMient structure comprises a 
fastening member being disposedibn an upper rabbeted horizontal 
5 edge and a lower rabbeted hori/ontal edge of a siding board for 
mounting the siding board to/a framework of a building with an 
underlayment being interposed between, 



po 



wherein the fastening member comprises a base plate 
rtion abutting agains/ rear side surfaces of siding boards 



1© that are vertically disi/osed, a support portion that is provided 



to erect frontward fr/m the base plate portion, an upper board 
engaging portion th/t is bent in an oblique upward direction 
from a front end portion of the support portion, and a lower 
board engaging po/tion that is bent in an oblique downward 



15 direction from tMe support portion, 

wherein thte base plate portion comprises a nail hole and 
a screw hole through which a nail and a screw for fixing the 
fastening memper to the framework are pierced and that are 
disposed at positions at which a distance from the nail hole 

20 to the support portion and a distance from the screw hole to 
the support portion become substantially equal, 



WJ 



rein the fastening member is arranged such that the 



nail hqfre is disposed upward of the support portion with the 
nail i^ing fixed while being pierced through the nail hole in 

r 

case k>f that the fastening member is fixed to the framework by 
the /nail, and 
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jntr 1 * wherein the fastening i/ember is arranged such that the 
screw hole is disposed upw^fd of the support portion with the 



screw being fixed while b^ing pierced through the screw hole 
in case of that the fastening member is fixed to the framework 
5 by the screw. 



9. The siding boards attachment atructure according to 



claim 8, wherein the base plate portionfof the fastening member 
comprises an upper abutting portion a^ftd a lower abutting portion 
that abut the underlayment at its/upper and lower portion, an 



Wd upper rising portion and a lower rising portion that are 

respectively formed in a frontward rising manner from the upper 
abutting portion and the lowo£ abutting portion, and a central 
plate portion for connecti/g between the upper rising portion 



and the lower rising ^5rt/oh and further abutting against the 



1=6 rear side surf ace^of/Mae siraing boards, wherein the support 



portion is formed^b 



:t from the central plate portion. 



10. The sidinjg boards attachment structure according to 



claim 8, wherein/an upper rising portion and a lower rising 
portion compri/e a horizontal plane portion that is arranged 



the central 

u 



to form a substantially right angle with respect to 
plate port/on. 

^JS^* The siding boards at^fthment structure according to 




Claim 8, wherein the fastening member comprises a protruding 



portion projecting frontward from an upper end of the upper 
25 abutting portion ancL^rom a lower end of the lower abutting 



portion . 
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12. The siding boarcfe attachment structure according to 



claim 8, wherein an 



rising portion comprises a sloped 





ortion wherein the naal hole is formed on the sloped portion. 
13. The siding boards attachment structure according to 
claim 8, wherein an upper abutting portion and a lower abutting 
portion comprise an abating surface that is substantially 
horizontal to the cejiftral plate portion. 

^14. The sidij^ boards attachment structure according to 
claim 8, where^ the fastening member is fixed to connect a 
plurality o^tuds of the framework that are disposed to be 
laterall^^ligned such that two adjoining siding boards are 

ngag^fl by a single fastening member. 
^fi^y 15. The siding boards attachment structure according to 
claim 8, wherein the sidling boards attachment structure is a 
constructing structure epiploying a framework wall construction 
method . 

^ 16. The siding boards attachment structure according to 
claim 8, wherein a lower rabbeted Jaorizontal edge of a lowermost 
siding board is located to be/emote from the ground surface. 



17. The siding board^attachment structure according to 

member that is fixed to the framework 



claim 16, wherein a st 



together with thor lowermost fastening member is disposed at a 



lowermost end o| 



*ng boards attachment structure. 



18. The sibling boards attachment structure according to 
claim 17, wherein the starter member comprises a leg plate that 



is locate^o be proximate to the ground surface, a bottom plate 
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abutting against a lower end portion of the fastening member, 
and a back plate to be f ixecy to the framework, 



wherein the leg plab 



identical to a distance betj 



of a length that is substantially 
the exterior wall plate mounted 



5 to the fastening member fnd the ground surface, 
lowermost fastening membei 
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ru 
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arter memb^e^ that is used together with a 

and is disposed at a lower end 



portion of a siding boards 



wherein the starter m 



9J0 located proximate to the gro 



against a lower end portion 
plate to be fixed to the f 
wherein the leg plate 



identical to a distance between the exterior wall plate mounted 



to the fastening member an 



20. The starter membe 



starter member comprises a 



from the back plate for ab 
of the siding board. 



crown plate comprises vent 



22 . The starter membe 



ventilating holes are cove 



attachment structure, 



ember comprises a leg plate that is 



and surface, a bottom plate abutting 
of the fastening member, and a back 
ramework, 

is of a length that is substantially 



d the ground surface. 



according to claim 19, wherein the 



crown plate projecting frontward 



ltting against a rear side surface 



21. The starter member according to claim 19, wherein a 



ilating holes. 



r according to claim 21, wherein the 



red with mesh-like bodies 



23. The starter member according to claim 19, wherein the 



25 leg plate is formed with e 
length . 



notched groove for adjusting its 
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24. A method for constructing the siding boards 
attachment structure according to claim 8, the method 



* ■ 



comprising 

a first process of fixing a fastening member at a 
lowermost stage of the siding boards attachment structure to 
a framework with an underl/ayment being interposed between by 
a nail or a screw, 

a second process of/engaging a lower rabbeted horizontal 
edge of a siding board ajc the fastening member for disposing 
the siding board with t$e rear side surface thereof opposing 
to the framework, and 

a third process ot disposing another fastening member to 
an upper rabbeted horizontal edge of the siding board and fixing 



the fastening me] 



p the framework with the underlayment 



being interpose/ bet/ween by a nail or a screw, 

wherein the sje^ni process and third process are 
sequentially r^peapd \af ter jo^rf orming the third process, 

wherein in else of that nails are used in the first process 
and third process, the nail hole is disposed upward of the 
support portion /for engaging the fastening member to a lower 
siding board anffl the nail is pierced through the nail hole for 
fixing the fastening member to the framework with the 
underlayment feeing interposed between, 

while ijn case of that screws are used in the first process 
and third process, the screw hole is disposed upward of the 
support portion for engaging the fastening member to a lower 
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siding board and the scr 
for fixing the fastenin 



under layment being inte^gposed between. 




pierced through the screw hol< 
er to the framework with the 
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